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PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS OF THE AUTHORITY. 
(a) MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH: 
Cha Broophead., TD.» M.D, BCs sDePoie 


Offices: Municipal Offices, 
Monkton Park, 
Chippenham 

Tel: No. Chippenham 2821, Extn. 9. 

Also: Medical Officer of Health for the: 
Boroughs of Calne and Malmesbury 
and 
Rural District of Calne & Chippenham 
Rural District of Malmesbury. 
Assistant County Medical Officer. 
wenool Medical Officer. 

(b) SECRETARY TO THk MEDICAL OFFICER OF HSALTH: 


Belt es Williamson, Cert. Ret Poa a, A 


(c) SENIOR PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR. 


Bondi Eames, Digits £4. «9 Wiehe “tie « ES Rs 


(a) ADDITIONAL PUBLIC HALTH INSPECTORS: 


mon climean,.Certs Sel Bes 
Meat & Other Foods Inspector's C 
Smoke Inspector's Diploma, R.S.H. 
P.M. Dale, Ole eds le s 
Meat & Other Foods Inspector's Cert. R.S.1,. 
Smoke Inspector's Diploma k.S.H. 


JeWM. Rivers, Cert. S.I.B. 
Meat & Other Foods Inspector's Cert. R.S.1. 


(e) The Committee of the Borough Council dealing directly with 
Public Health matters is:- 


the Public Health and Highways Committee. 
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The Mayor, Aldermen & Councillors, 
Chippenham Borough Council. 


Mr. Mayor, Ladies & Gentlemen, 


' I have the honour to present my annual report for the year 
1967, in accordance with Regulation 15(5) of the Public Health 
Officers Regulations, 1959. 


Since my appointment as your Medical Officer of Health in 
1938, there have been great changes and improvements in the Borough, 
especially in the field of public health. 


In 1938, the area of the Borough was 1,197 acres; it is now 
1,843 acres: the population was 10,120; it is now 18,640: the number 
of inhabited houses was 3,229; it is now 6,008: the rateable value 
was £63,128, it is now £760,807: a penny rate now produces £3,060 
instead of £248. 


During 1938, thirteen cases of Scarlet Fever, one case of 
Diphtheria, eight cases of Pneumonia and three cases of Erysipelas 
were notified, and of these, eighteen cases were admitted to hospital 
on account of the severity of the illness. 


The last confirmed case of Diphtheria occurred in 1954 and 
the last case of Poliomyelitis in 1962. Provided there is a high rate 
of acceptance of the immunising procedures now available to children 
and edults, it is reasonable to anticipate that these dangerous 
infections can be held in abeyance in the future. The extension of 
Measles vaccination will still further reduce the amount of sickness 
in the child population, 


Pulmonary tuberculosis is not yet eradicated, and it is 
essential that the adult population makes full use of the services 
of the Mass Radiography Unit whenever it is available and that 
children are immunised against this infection whenever necessary. 


Intestinal infections have occupied the Public Health Dept. 
in detailed bacteriological and environmental investigations. Strict 
observance in personal hygiene will go far to prevent’ these infections 
in the future. 


The expectation of life has been raised and more and more 
of the population, particularly women, can now look forward to a 
survival to at least three score years and ten - an infrequent event 
in the past. 


The activities of the Council in providing good housing, 
adequate sewage disposal and refuse collection, a pure water supply, 
the supervision of the handling and distribution of food, have been 
major contributions to the present satisfactory state of the public 
health, The construction of a large modern swimming pool by the 
Council has without doubt provided a safe alternative to bathing in 
the River Avon; a practice which was considered to be dangerous to 
health. The Maternity Home, also established since the end of the 
war, has met an increasing demand for maternity beds. 


This is my last annual report to you as your Medical 
Officer of Health, and I leave with regret an appointment which I have 
found to be both interesting and stimulating. My thanks are due to 
the Council and its Officers for the unfailing courtesy I have always 
received during my long service. 
<t have the honour to be, 
Your obedient Servant, 


C.L. BROOMHEAD. 


itt 4 Sen isha 
.femeltned) Se 
ad oo n 


tsey, odd cot droge  Ieuane ym tneastq oF Wonon sit eved 
ditiesH offdud edd to (@)@L nolttealugeh ditw so / 
-eceLr enoltisl 


it djlesH to te9tYtO LeotbeM woy es soomintoggs ym oontan 
na 10d sit at etasmevoigni Bite esyaedo <n feed sven et: 
-ftised offduq to BIsit edd ak 


won ef $£ ;aetos TeL,£ esw dgwosod eft to seas odd ,StCE & i 

tesdaua oft :0p9,5f won at $f ;OSI,OL saw nottaluqog sat = oda 
eulay eldastes eit :800,0 wor at si ;@SS,& aew ssavod £ 
000.é& esouboiwg wor otan yotieg a tO, ody won al $f = 


* 


To ea80 sno ,isvel ¢efia08 to esaso asedatdt ,.BFCL us 
ealeg! kare to asaso se mds bas atnomuent to season tay 
fetigeod ot betiinbsa stew assess neetdgte ,sesdt to. baa 4B) 
-sseoniit edd to ytiaeves odd oer 


bos se@@l mi bevivoco eltedidatd to sess bemifiaeos teak 

st dutd se ef sxedd bebivord .Soef nt attileoymotfol to es. 

astbiide ot sldaltsve won esiubes01g gilelavamt eds to ett 

suotepiab ssedt dedi etagtotias of sidencaset abs = 

= notenssxe sdT ,etudut eft at eonayeds at ble ed aaa 
sntola to tnavoms edd soubed teddwt (tte Lltw notdar 


-sottatogog B DLE 


et he Bas ,betaothe1s Isx¥ tor el afesolvousdasy yren et 
ssotvise edt to seg Iint aedem asolsaluqog tisha eaen 
sand Bug eldeliave of €2 saveande cea Wiqerge! tit 

- Viseesoan tevsnedw notioetal etdd tentaygs bestia 
.tqod. dilaesH otidwd sid beiquoooc svad enoltiosini Teak id 
Joisge ,anoivegiveeyni Istnemnorivas bos feotgolotieds pe 
noltoelnt seeds taeveig of tet og Iflw enstyuyd Leno oes 


ae 
‘ ¥ > 
ston bas stom bos bseteat aeed ead stit£ to rete, t 


} oF Biewict dool won ago ,.nemow hyaline Mb 
Josve fceupettal sa ~ ast bas eteey st00e setdat geasi 


4 


is s 
sire d 
euatevod booy pathbivorq at LlLoaved edd 36 ond pteae fT 
Vaque teotew sig e ,nottoslloo santet bas Iesogelh sgaven” 
need sved ,boot to soltudtaselS Boe gatibasd boat 10 Le + . 
oliduq ett to state ytotostetiae tneasiq sat “oF tsudtasano 
eit yd Ioog gatmmlwa mishom ¢ & to aottouasenoo 8 oat 

at gatdted of evitenitstis stas @ | ‘eat 
oF asyoteygnieh ed oF beitshlends } _. 
eit to Bae edt sonia hodelidat z, 
.ebsd 8 Sprtodeet / 


Leotbsiwoy as voy o¢ mogea Ae 
vei I doltdw snhsmntoggs ris Bhat atin evas. 
od ey exe saineds yi . gee Be 
syewls evad E.getiwos ott 


sd of alt oct pany 
 tanvre2 ‘ustbedo moY 


~~ 


2: ~- fo 


As GENERAL STATISTICS. 


Area in acres 20 eo oe eo eo 20 ee °° os L,Biu3 


Population ee. ss 1b yoko 


(Estimated Mid-Year Home given by the 

Registrar General) 

Number of inhabited houses (end of 1967 according . 
to the Rate Book).e. «e 6,008 

Number of Council dwellings at the end of 1967 ..6 2,270 

Number of applicants for Council dwellings eo. Vigie Ly 

Rateable Value 2° 20 oe Cr ar eo co eo oe £760,807 


Sum represented by the Penny Rate (estimated)... .. £3,060. 


Bis VITAL STATISTICS 
Birth and Death Rates as compared with other sreas 


(Births and Deaths per 1,000 population) Standardised* 


1.BIRTH AND DEATH RATES Birth Rate Death Rate 
te ctomach k2O® =p LOOT 1966 1967 
Chippenham Borough 16.9 15.6 WT 11.6 
Calne & Chippenham RDC 20,0 L6, 8 9.3 9.26 
Wiltshire £657 17,6 1D ..4 Lom 
England & Wales Let Lis2 nay 6 hee 


* Comparability figures are supplied to each District by the 
Registrar General. These take into account the varying age/ 
sex distribution of the population in different parts of the 
country . When applied to the local rates, they allow a more 
accurate comparison to be made between different areas, 


2- LIVE BIRTHS 


Male: Female: Totals: 
Legitimate on oe LuO 142 282 
Lilegitimate ce o-« et ae 220 
Totals: LSE B52 302 _ 


3. STILL BIRTHS 


Six still births were notified during 1967. The rate 
per 1,000 total births is 19; the comparative rate for England 
and Wales is given by the Registrar General as 14.8 
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INFANT MORTALITY 


Males Females 
Under I year of age i 2 
Under 4 weeks of age il 


Under 1 week of age - - 


Infant Mortality Rate for the District .. 


Comparative Rate for England & Wales ee 


Total 


“(per 1000 


(per 1000 


ee 10 
live births) 


eo ts 
live births) 


There was a decrease in the Infant Mortality Rate for the 
Borough during 1967, by comparison with the previous year when the 
rate was 18.1 per 1000 live births. It should be borne in mind 
that the numbers involved from year to year are small, thus no 
conclusion can be drawn from such fluctuations, 


De 
DEATHS - ANALYSIS OF CAUSES OF DEATH. 


Males: 


Malignant neoplasm, stomach 2 
Malignant neoplasm, lung,bronchus 6 
Malignant neoplasm, breast - 
Other malignant and lymphatic 


neoplasms 6 
Leukaemia, aleukaemia - 
Diabetes aL, 
Vascular lesions of nervous 
system wi 
Coronary disease, angina 35 
Other heart disease def 
Other circulatory disease Ly 
Pneumonia uy 
Bronchitis 5 
Other diseases of respiratory 
system 1 


Congenital malformations 
Other defined and ill-defined 


diseases 8 
Motor vehicle accidents - 
All other accidents i 
Suicide i 


TOTALS: 105 


Females: Toteisas: 
2 4 
- 6 
5 5 

10 21 
L 1 
2 3 

28 39 

20 55 

29 Li6 
i: 5 
2 6 
2 7 
- ng 
2 2 

10 18 
i aL 
3 mn 
~ a; 

118 225 


Deaths due to Cancer, Coronary Disease and Heart Disease 
collectively, accounted for more than half the total deaths in 


the Borough during 1967. 


There was a decrease of deaths due to Cancer: 


3/ deaths 


from this disease during 1967; 46 deaths during 1966. 
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C. INFECTIOUS AND NOTIFIABLE DISEASE. 


1. NOTIFICATIONS 


Notifiable diseases are those conditions defined in the 
appropriate Sections of Public Health legislation, and the 
number is limited. 


At present, some notifiable diseases are largely of historic 
value, and much non-notifiable disease is of greater public 
health importance. Notification services two main purposes: 
it is of epidemiological and statistical value to the Ministry 
of Health, the Registrar General, and major authorities, and 
2628. Of immediate.importance in the control of infectious 
disease among the local community. 


The following tables give details of cases of notifiable 
disease, other than tuberculosis, notified during the past 
four years: 


Scarlet Fever 9. 9 We) 25 25 25 3 te) 
Whooping Cough ba 13 = - 2 2 2 2 
Diphtheria = inv = - - - - = 
Measles 8 8 OO OT 58 5B 523... 323 
Dysentery 20 20 7 4 1 = 8 hy 
Puerperal Pyrexia 12 12 ly Li 1m LD 16 6 6 
Food Poisoning = = - - - - y yy 


Di se? 196 196 1966 196 
i. (Oe ye re 


Cerebro Spinal Fever= - - ee " a 
Salmonella Infections5 5 6 6 - - 5 = 
TOTALS: rd y/ 6d. 5 Ptant tne LOle B51 54/ 


Numbers originally notified. 
; Final numbers, after correction. 
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It will be seen from the above table that no cases of 


Poliomyelitis, Typhoid Fever, Para-Typhoid Fever, Smallpox 
or Diphtheria have occurred during the four years covered by 
this table, 


(a) 


(d) 


(c) 


Measles. 


The year under review was undoubtedly a "measles year", 
The majority of the cases occurred during the first quarter 
of the year and affected children of schoo] age. 


Dysentery 


Although eight cases were notified, only four were 
subsequently confirmed following bacteriological investigation. 
These were sporadic cases and it was not possible to establish 
a common source of infection, 


Food Poisoning 


The four cases shewn in the table formed part of an outbreak 
in Wales during July. The organism responsible for the 
illness was established by the Laboratory to be Salmonella 
Typhi-murium, 


(ad) Salmonella Infections 


It was not possible to establish a common source of infection. 
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2. TUBERCULOSIS. 


During the year under review, two new cases of respiratory 
tuberculosis and one case of tuberculous glands were notified 
and confirmed by the Chest Physician. Environmental reports 
were completed in each case; follow up of family contacts is 
carried out by the County Chest Physician. 


In addition to the new cases notified each year, a certain 
number of tuberculous persons either move into the Borough, or 
move out. According to the Register of Tuberculous Persons, 
the following notified and confirmed cases were living in the 
Borough at the end of 1967. 


Males: Females: Total 
Respiratory 16 19 35 
Non-Respiratory * 19 26 
Total 23 38 ae oe 


3. PREVENTION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE - IMMUNISATION AND VACCINATION. 


Under Section 26 of the National Health Service Act, 1948, 
provision for vaccination against Smallpox, Diphtheria and such 
other diseases as the Minister may approve, is the responsibility 
of the County Council Health Committee. Immunisation against 
Diphtheria, Whooping Cough and Tetanus, is available from one's 
family doctor and from County Council Child Welfare Immunisation 
Clinics. Triple antigen is now universally used and a course 
of injections with vaccine protects infants against all these 
diseases. With older children, vaccine immunisaing against 
Diphtheria and Tetanus, or tetanus alone is available. Polio. 
vaccination, using Sabin oral vaccine is offered at Clinics and 
by General Practitioners. Smallpox vaccination is carried out 
by the General Practitioners at their patient's request. 


7 am indebted to Dr. C.D.L. Lycett, the County Medical Officer 
of Health for the following figures concerning immunisation and 
vaccination procedures carried out in the Chippenham Borough 
during the year. 


Diphtheria ,Whooping Cough, Tetanus 


Year of birth 1967 _ 1966 1965 1964 1963 1962-1952-Others 
1556 1957 under 
I 
oes hors-biDn. tert fe Ue lhl 4 
ae = 1967 Wh/c ae a = + Be = 
M Tet i 01s ae ee Ol yy 2 2 dt. - Ls 6 
Reinf.injects. Diph. - WG * “206 ~ > Dy 16°-~2309 2 ~ 
administered Wh/c - ao Sg7eh+% 5 29 2 - 
during 1967. Tet - hB-°L09- 16 ao” Bye OF h 


Vaccination against Smallpox 


Months. Years 
Age Group 0-3 3-6 6-9 9-12 a aie | aay 
Vaccinations 8 6 2 16 165 36 9 


Re- 
Vaccinations ~ - - - - 3 10 
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3. PREVENTION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE - IMMUNISATION AND VACCINATION, 
(Continued 


Poliomyelitis Immunisation Statistics. 


AGE GROUP 3rd, 2nd. 3rd.inj uth 3 oral 2 orals 4th ,.oral 


uad Inj. or Juad Inj.doses after 2 injs.after inj 
or 4 oral. 


1967 - = = 7 438 = = 
1966 = = = = £53 ~ Wd 
1965 “ = = = 15 = 61 
1964, = = = = 6 - - 
1963 * i ‘ = 4 = 17 
1958-1962 - - - = 48 ) ~ 204, 
1952-1957 = = = ” i = - 
Others 

under 16 = = = = = = ~ 
Others 

over 16 = = = = 10 ~ hh 
TOTALS = = = = 5 = 32 


D. LOCAL HEALTH AUTHORITY SERVICES. 


The County Health Committee provide the following Health 
Services:= 


1. The care of expectant and nursing mothers and young 

children. 

2. Provision of Midwives and Maternity Nurses, 

5- Provision of Health Visitors. A new development is the 
arrangement whereby Health Visitors will work in closer 
liason with General Practitioners, 

4, Home Nurses, 

5. Arrangements for vaccination and immunisation. 

6. Ambulances, 

7e Mental Health Services. 

8. Home Helps. Such help is available if members of a 
household are ill, lying-in, suffering from mental 
illness or aged. A charge may be made for such services. 

9. Arrangements for the prevention of illness, care and 
after-care,. 

10. Health Education. 


COUNTY HEALTH CLINIC 


The new County Council Health Clinic at Goldney Avenue, 
opened on the 15th. June, 1964 and provides the following services:- 


Infant Welfare & Welfare Foods: Immunisation against 
Poliomyelitis and Diphtheria: Chiropoev: School Medical 
Officer's Clinic: Speech Therapy: Child Guidance: Remedial 
Exercises: Orthopaedic: Teacher for Partially Deaf Children: 
Family Planning Association: Mothercraft: Dental: Cervical 
Cytology. 
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HOUSING 


As in previous years, the addition of medical points has been 
recommended to a number of applications for housing accommodation, 
following receipt of medical evidence of illness and or disability 
in respect of either the applicant or a member of his family living 
with him; the highest medical priority has been given to applicants 
suffering from tuberculosis or some other serious illness or disability. 


The following detail has been supplied by the Council's Housing 
Manager, Mr. G. Gale. 


NEW PROPERTIES (including Pensioners’ Bungalows and Flats) 


Tenants from married quarters to be demolished ~) 
Existing tenants transferred 13 
Applicants from waiting list 51 
Mid-Wilts Hospital Management Committee uf 
Demolition 1 
Air Ministry (Hullavington) allocation 72 
EXISTING PROPERTIES. 

Tenants from married quarters to be demolished 25 
Applicants from waiting list (including 

pensioner accommodation) 55 
Admiralty employees te 
Air Ministry (Hullavington) allocation 1 
Staff allocation 3 
Demolition oe OT 

NUMBER OF PROPERTIES AT 31st. DECEMBER, 1967. 
Houses 1862 
Flats 190 2052 
Aged persons' bungalows 173 
Aged persons' flats 2h 
Avonside Grouped Dwelling 21 218 
2270 

Caravan sites 18 
Garages 5x7 


During the year 15 applicants were rehoused for the following reasons:= 


Demolition Orders 4; Court Orders 6; Medical Officer of Health's 
recommendations 5, 


In addition, 14 mutual exchanges were approved and 27 tenants were 
transferred for various reasons from one dwelling to another. 


10 caravan sites were vacated and 7 were relet during the year, 
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SEWAGE DISPOSAL, REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL, 


I am grateful to Mr, O.E.W. Street, the Borough Surveyor, for 
the following information:- 


Sewage Disposal 


1. The two sewage disposal works at Westmead and Patterdown 
serve the Borough and the fringe area. 


2. The contract for Stage 11 consisting of surface water 
drainage from the Northern section of the Borough has 
been completed. 


3. Stage 111 - Patterdown Sewerage Area is at present with 
the Ministry for consideration and consists of the following: 


(a) The construction of $rd of the new disposal plant near 
Lower Lodge Farm. 


(bo) A new 48" to 24" diameter trunk outfall sewer from 
the new works to Bath Road including twin inverted 
syphons under the river. 

(ec) The replacement of existing over-loaded and defective 
foul sewers between Bath Road and the Loyalty Street 
area. 


(d) The laying of surface water sewers in Bath Road, 
Ladyfield Road, Sheldon Road, Loyalty Street etc. 
and Woodlands Road to take the surface water out of 
the foul sewers. This is to avoid further disturbance 
in the same area at a later date. 


4, The effluents from the Westmead and Patterdown Sewage 
Disposal Works are discharged to the River Avon. 


5. Attached are photostat copies of the Bristol Avon River 
Board's examination of final effluents from Westmead and 
Patterdown Sewage Works, 


Refuse Collection and Disposal. 


Refuse collectiton in the Borough continues to be operated 
with the two covered vehicles, House and trade refuse is 
collected weekly and additional collections are made from 
premises such as cafes, food and fish shops, etc. where 
food is handled. This work is under continuous review to 
re-route collections to deal with new houses in the Borough. 


, Refuse disposal is by controlled tipping at Westmead. The 
handling and covering of refuse is done mechanically. 


Full use is made of insecticides in connection with refuse 
collection and tip dressing. The eradication of rats is 
undertaken under the supervision of the Senior Public Health 
Inspector. 
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CHEMICAL EXAMINATION OF SAMPLES OF EFFLUENT. 
Patterdown Sewage Works. - sampled on 29 Aug 67. Recent weather 
Dry « 


Physical characteristics: pl 7s2 


Slightly cloudy, pale grey/brown in colour with appreciable brown 
suspended matter present 


Chemical characteristics. 


Milligrams per litre 
(Parts per million) 


Biochemical oxygen demand in 5 days 


atte e20°..iC . 2h 
Oxygen absorbed from N/80 KMnO) in o hours 
@20° Cc. i ST 
W.P.R.L. field-test permanganate range = 
Albuminoid nitrogen 2 att 
Ammoniacal nitrogen Eat 
Nitrite nitrogen 0,8 
Nitrate nitrogen 2 Pee 
Suspended solids 36 
Chloride radical F 
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Westmead Sewage Works.- sampled 29 Aug 67. Recent weather -Dry. 
Physical characteristics: 


Clear colourless with appreciable brown suspended matter present. 


Chemical characteristics. 


Biochemical oxygen demand in 5 days 


@.20>.C, 15 
Oxygen absorbed from N/80 KMnO) in 4 hours 

@ 27°C 9.6 
W.P.R.L. field-test permanganate range = 
Albuminoid nitrogen tee 
Ammoniacal nitrogen 1,0 
Nitrite nitrogen Nil 
Nitrate nitrogen 14.0 
Suspended solids 23 
Chloride radical TL 


ME ols AE oS ake 2K ole Of ofS oie a ofS oR oR ae oe ok sft ok oh os oR oR ce 8 oR ok ok 


EEE en: Gai sis i es ees | Dns ok om «| a 
ve 


° r > Ff nal 7 7 fy 
-THEUITaR FO BHITMAS 
ieitjsew sasceH .fo BuA CS no hbelqmsa = iz 
» vad 

rs 
S$.) Hg 
cwotd sidatostgqga déiw qwofon at sword\yet : 


eysb ¢ at 
JS -2 90S de 
ewornd 4! ck OnsOt O8\K 

I.oL .0 °0Se 
gt egret otsneyitenteg « 

aS “ ’ ; 
i.SL 
8.0 
Se 

of % 

tt 


3} 
siete set ey ne oa 


»yId- tendjieew tneceH .Jo ayA OS belqmsa ~, 


:er 


-dne2e%g tsttsm besbnegeus nword eldstosigges ash 


sxsb @ gt basmeb 


- atwon yi nt op 


c.f - “4 < ' iT 883 
O.. a3 >=" 
Tie | x 4 3 
0, Bele! A ee 
Laie + ay? 
a 4 Chonuas * 
ee. P = Le rs lag 1 1 
“i yt re , = a x 
veun genes 2 ry 
rs Fd 
== a ; 
2) a ‘ 
en he y i 
D> . 
| e o ! 
or : : _y , 
: Vy 


ANNUAL R3PORT 
of the 


SENIOR PUBLIC HSALTH INSPECTOR 
Torcine, year LOb/ 


To: The Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors 
of the Borough of Chippvenhan. 


Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


It is with much pleasure that I present this, 
my first Annual Report in respect of the work of the 
Department during 1967. 


We live in a changing world and with the rising 
tempo of modern life, it is becoming increasingly im- 
portant to ensure that the environment in which we live 
work and play, is kept free from those hazards which 
Given cirectly, or indirectly, adversely affect the 
health of the individual. The World Health Organis- 
ation, shortly after its inception, defined Health as 
meaning 'A state of complete physical, mental and soc- 
ial well-being and not merely the absence of disease 
or infirmity'. 

If we are to attain this target, then in our own 
particular field we must be constantly on the alert for 
néw proposals or proresses which could adversely affect 
Standards of environmental health in the town. 


During the year some 505 complaints or requests 
for assistance were received from members of the public 
Or businesses in the town, and 2,995 visits were made 
to homes and other premises. These figures reflect tne 
close relationship which must. exist between the public 
and this Department and although much of our work is 
inevitably concerned with the enforcement of laws laid 
down by Parliament, increasingly we are being called 
upon to advise and assist on matters relating to health. 


As always, legislation tends to lag behind public 
Opinion in environmental health matters, and it is inter- 
€sting to regard the growing use of Codes of Practice and 
British Standards as a means of bridging this gape Norm- 
eity they have no statutory.backing, but in our role as 
advisers, they do serve a useful purpose in setting out 
reasonable standards, particularly for the Food Industry. 


icy conclusion; I must express my appreciation of 
the assistance and co-operation which has been so readily 
and generously extended to me by Members and Officers of 
the Council during the year. 


i remain, 
Yours faithfully, 


AE. tamese 


senior.Public Health. Inspector 


a1o{ftonsod bas nemreb LA £ 8 
-madiosogisad Yo shavetod & 4; Sethe : 
: fy & 


~momelined Sas a tbad ° 


,eldt tanseerq I tadd emerelq doum détw iS 
eit To unow Sat 6 tosdas1 al s10qeH 
. Veer aster 


untetx ef d3tw bas bitow dial B at 
-mi yfantesetont siimooed at $f ,etti s 
evil ew dotdw at tnemnortvas sig tant 
dotdw abisssd seodt mot? sett tact et 
edt toette yisersvbe ,vyisoerrbar to 4 
-gitnen10 difesH BisoW edT - . Ley EVES an’ 
as dtieeH bentieb ,notstqeont ett tedts Yietom 
-ocoe bas [etnsm ,Laoteyiq etel{qmes To ode s 
sesvetd ‘to eoneeds eit yfexvem Jon Bas ate 
ss 


nwo wo at oedt ,denned atdt atetia oF Sis. 
sot grsisa edt mo vitnatenoo ed teum ow Bis % 
Jooltse yiserevbse Bbiluoo doldw seeasne 
mos edi at dilaecd souseran 90.80 o8 
atesipe. to adatealgmoo cOc emoe TEsy ony gat 
otiduq edit In exsdmem mort Gevieost Siow | ; 
shan erew efttety ee@e.$, bnue..nwod end ft 
ait Josites gerurnftd seenT .esatimeig 45 
otf{dsq ots asewied Jetxe teunm dobdw atd 
st dztow tro To doum nusodtife bas’ snemd 
btel awel to Joemeo toc line edd ditw bentes 


be{feo gated ere ow ylantaseront wry 18% 
.istissd ot pottelet etetiem ao Jetees bas SaeveRues 


otiduq bnided gel of ebnet sotstalerge oF 
~n1 Sut st jt bas ,exetiam doised Istnemnot tvs 
tp eoltoe1% toe esbod to sat ganiwety ‘edt brag baled 
~aror -qeau eit unisdbind to sisem & 8S. ned. 
as slot ww0 ot sud’ (antdtosd eating on vel 
suo yntites af seoqiug woe Hr Be v4 
.V1sahal boot eds tol Yineiust 


to nolistoeveds ym pore tec the Jaum y 
yitbaer o@ meed sed do 


a de om O88 = = : 


S 


far 


auibine? , 


< 


, 


to g1s0ltt0 bas etedm 


SANITARY SURVEY OF THE DISTRICT 


Definition 


Sanitary means ‘of or pertaining to the conditions 
affecting health' 
OXFORD ENGLISH DICTIONARY. 


This definition has been included in order to clarify 
certain misconceptions which can arise from the use of the 
term ‘sanitary’. In Public Health it should not be restric- 
ted to the narrow interpretation of ‘drains’ which is a lege 
acy from the early 19th. Century endeavours of Chadwick and 
other reformers to awaken public interest in the subject, 
but rather as a reference to the wider field of Environmental 
Health. 


TABLE I 
Summary of Inspections and Other Visits to Premises 
Housing 345 
Housing - Multiple Occupation Zz 
Housing = Moveable Dwellings $5 


Fuplic Health — General, 
including nuisances 223 


Drainage 169 
Food Premises 308 
Licensed Premises 12 
Mobile Shops/Market Stalls 148 
Milk Distributors and Dairies 2h 
Sampling of Food 183 
Slaughterhouses 653 
Offices and Shops 190 
Atmospheric Pollution 75 
Noise Abatement 1@5 
Infectious Diseases and Food 

Poisoning 96 
Factories 14 


Pest and Rodent Control 
(excluding those made by the 


operative) 148 

Water Supply and Sampling 400 
Swimming Pool 12 
Miscellaneous 2S 
25995 


As a result of these visits 393 notices were complied 
with during the year. 


HOUSING 
ce ome rn 
The housing situation is considered under three main 
headings, and I am indebted to the Town Clerk, Borough 
Surveyor and Housing Estates Manager for various statis- 
tics which have been used in compiling this section of 
the Report. 
A. Provision of an adequate supply of new houses 
TABLE IT 
Number _ of new houses and flats completed 
"1966 |Average | 
last 
is 10_ years | 


Se CCay eee 83 
66 88 


a) By local authority 
b) By private enterprise 


Total 
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TABLE III 
Number of applicants on Housing List 


a) Number of applicants on 
general list 


b) Applicants for Aged Persons 
accommodation 


Total 


TABLE 1V 
Stock of houses 


Lig6y. | 1966. 
Net gain in the number of dwellings 
after allowance has been made for a5 115 
those demolished. (0.37%) | (1.9% 

The fall in the number of new houses completed is more 

marked in the public sector over the period 1966/1967, but 
a comparison with the average number completed annually dur- 
ing the past 10 years indicates a fall in both the private 
and public sectors. 


The number of applicants on the General Housing List 
also fell sharply and these comparisons indicate that the 
backlog in the demand for housing has been largely satis- 
fied. I1t remains to be seen whether this is a transient 
phase due to current economic and development difficulties, 
but in any case, as far as the specialised field of Aged 
Persons Accommodation is concerned, the demand continues 
to rise and it seems likely that this trend will continue 
over the next few years. Private enterprise, with some 
notable exceptions, such as Housing Associations, has made 
little contribution in this field and an increasing proportion 
of local authority new construction will have to be channelled 
to meeting this demand. 


Bethe Maintenance, Repair and Improvement of the Stock of 
older houses 


TABLE V 
Inspection of Dwellings 
4 Inspected for housing defects 204 
b) Number of dwellings found to be unfit for 
human habitation yh 
c) Number of dwellings found to be not in all 
respects fit for habitation 80 
d) Number of dwellings made fit in consequence 
of informal action a 


e) Number of dwellings made fit in consequence 
of statutory action under Sec. 9 & 16 of 
the Housing Act 1957 or Public Health 
Act 1936 Nil 
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TABLE VI 


Houses in Multiple Occupation 
a) Total number of houses in 


Multiple Occupation 55 
a Number of Inspections 23 
c) Number of Notices served 
i) to make good neglect of proper 
standards a 
ii) to require additional services or 
facilities 7 
iii) direction on overcrowding 2 
iv) number of control orders made Nil 


Number of tenancies 
Number of houses 


TABLE VII 


Improvement of Houses 
1) Standard Grants 


1. Number of applications (a) Owner/occupiers 
Approved 
Refused 

(bd) Tenanted houses 

Approved 

Refused = 


\O 


2. Number of dwellings 
improved (a) Owner/foccupiers 9 
(b) Tenanted - 


3. Amount paid in grants in 


respect of No.2 above £468.14. 0 

4. Average grant per house B/Se 2. 4 
5. Amenities provided (a) Fixed bath 3 
+P Shower - 
c) Wash Hand Basin 4 

(a) Hot water supply 
(to any fittings 6 
(e) Water-Closet mM 
(f) Food Store 5 
ay) Discretionary Grants 

1. Number of applications approved hy 


2- Number of applications refused 
3. Amount paid in grants b2,,0952_0. 0 
4. Average grant per house ef ae: he 10 
5. Number of dwellings improved 

(a) Owner/occupier 


(b) Tenanted - 


3) Local Authority owned houses improved 
during the year At 


Maintenance, Repair and Improvement of the Stock of 
older houses eet: 


There are an estimated 1,500 dwellings in the town constr- 
ucted prior to 1919, or about 25% of the total stock of houses 
and it is with these ageing houses that the Department has been 
primarily concerned with maintaining them in a reasonable state 
of repair. 

It is becoming increasingly apparent that there is no point 
in securing the repair of these houses unless one also ensures 
that they are provided with at least the five standard amenities. 
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The process of repair and improvement must proceed hand in 
hand if these houses are to be brought up to modern standards 
and further decay arrested. 


The proportion of private rented property is falling stead- 
ily and as these houses are acquired by owner occupiers, there 
are considerable problems in financing their repair and improv- 
mént. The lower initial purchase price is often counterbalanced 
by heavy and continuing maintenance costs, a fact that is not 
always appreciated by intending purchasers. 


Despite these difficulties, it is imperative that the rate at 
which these older houses are being improved is increased, and 
logically the best way of doing this is by means of formal or 
informal improvement areas. The Council is progressively impr- 
oving its own stock of pre-war accommodation and a further 114 
houses were modernised during the year. 


There is little multiple-occupation in the town probably due 
to the fact that we are fortunate in not having the rows of 
three-storey Victorian terraced houses which are common in many 
other parts of the country. In those cases where unsatisfactory 
conditions are found, every effort is made to reduce the number 
of persons occupying the house to ensure that there is no over- 
crowding in relation to the facilities provided, and secondly, 
Seoensure that proper facilities and services are provided and 
maintained for each family. 


Cc. Clearance of Unfit Dwellings 
TABLE VIII 


Proceedings under Sections16 and 23 Housing Act 1957 


1. Number of Demolition Orders made - 
2. Number of Houses demolished as a result of 
Demolition Orders 2 
3. Number of Local Authority houses demolished 94 
4. Number of Closing Orders made or undertakings 
accepted 13 
5. Number of families rehoused ay 
6, Number of persons rehoused 124 


Proceedings under Section 42 Housing Act 19 


1. Number of houses demolished as a result of 
Clearance Area procedure Nil 


2. Number of houses in Clearance Areas awaiting 
confirmation 26 


The last of the war-time married quarters have now been 
demolished and with the exception of 46 prefabricated bunga- 
lows which are scheduled for early replacement, the Council 
Can now give. their full attention to the private sector. 


The original slum clearance programme was prepared in 
1953 and inevitably, since that date, there has been further 
deterioration in the condition of the older houses in the 
town. 1 have already made reference to the need to prevent 
such deterioration, but this work must be co-ordinated with 
a progressive policy of dealing with unfit houses which are 
SO obsolete or worn out as to be incapable of being made into 
decent homes. 


During the past year one fairly large clearance area 
comprising 26 houses was surveyed and is now awaiting confirm- 
ation from the Ministry of Housing and Local Government. In 
addition a number of other houses were dealt with individually. 
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Proposals to provide a central car park will involve the 
removal of seven sub-standard houses. They were vacated 
during the year and are now awaiting demolition. 


Fair progress has, therefore, been sustained in dealing 
With untit—dwellings, but-it-is a matter of some concern that 
there has been considerable delay in confirming the Clearance 
Area, despite the fact that all objections were withdrawn. 
This has inevitably caused difficulties to the tenants and 
to the Local Authority in programming the re-housing of the 
occupants. 


Overcrowding 


There were no cases of statutory overcrowding during the 
year, but this is scarcely surprising when one considers 
that the standard was devised to meet conditions existing 
50 years.ago which, happily, no longer exist. 


imere is, however, the ever present danger of overcrowding 
im houses Yet in multiple occupation, particularly in relation 
to the amenities available for use. Action, however, is taken 
under the Housing Act 1961 to deal with this type of situation 
rather than the older provisions which are so outdated. 


Rent Act 1957 


No Certificates of Disrepair were issued under this Act. 


Moveable Dwellings 


TABLE 1X 
Privacve licensed sites used during the year 
Foghamshire 3 
Ladyfield Nurseries af 
Bath Road 1 
180, Sheldon Road 1 
52, Lowden iL: 
Council owned Sites 
Greenway Lane mt 
Bath Road 3 
Sites exempted from licensing requirements 
30 Frogwell Bi 
67 Hill Corner Road 2 
Ivy Lane 2 


With two exceptions, all these sites were used as 
permanent residential accommodation and have been so used 
for many years. 


As a site licence expires, their conditions are being 
given a critical re-appraisal and sub-standard facilities, 
reminiscent of 'shanty towns’ will no longer be tolerated 
for these permanent sites. 


There will always be a place for good modern caravans 
and sites, but only if proper amenities broadly comparable 
to those provided for other forms of housing, are available 
for the occupants. 


-) i a7 


: 
edt evfovnt [itw w1aq as9 myn 2 obt vot oo 
betsoav siew yedT .seeuc ‘eo 


+notttlomeb gntst on 8 3 bas 4 
aoif{eeh at bentsteve need , al é dich . 
tadd aison0D emoe Yo reisem Bs “at yaiffewb ; 
sonstsel[D edt gpatmitinos at jules eno: or esd ei 
-Awsibditw stew smotso rie ght eteg instant 
bos etnanet etd o¢ astt roreaae L£¢ iad, £ 
tror 


eft to gatevond-e2x ens ac ten RNe eS: age 


(Ss i he 
v4 Gage a 
€ 


ji at od 
Be -2 


«Jan 


se 
eid anitob golthworsteve yrotusese to seean on 
ersSlanod sno medw anteliquse yleotscs et ald 
gitcteltxs anotiibaoo tesm oF Bbselveb eaw basbas 
«tetxe regnol om \yliqged fotdw ¢ 


anifwo1orsvo to tsgash tneeetq teve end tilde 
qofisfer at yfusl(yoltiieq ,a0ltequooco efqtt fom 
neist af ,xevewond ,foltoA .98u s0t efdslisve een i 
nofseysta to eqys eidd dttw {seh oF [def JoA gates 
-hsiebiuo oa ers dotdw smotetvoiq 18h fo sf: 


cas 


Teer. 
-toA eatdd rebay Dbevest siew ttaeqsietd to ssidsoktt 7 


i} mam. 
ttt few 
es % 
a < % 


teoy, od? nuataub bear 
é e1tdems 
[ eetsositoN Bblett 
f nehwor ,S 
rt) 
EL 

sintemetiuvoey acteanes 
f [Lows 
S 5s0H temt0D 
s onal 


és beey stew eette esedt [fa ,anot {SOX % a 
5eev oe need evan bre Rot Sabommeo98 fett 


a 7 


anted ets anolsibmos atoas ‘eerste 
- eeliif{ios? breinss e<d os f£ 
betarelot ed sage omeEl teem 


adjevarso ‘ota boo nt 
o{dse1agmos ylbsoitd as 
ofdeltsve SB vasbauod | 


[= 


PLACES OF EMPLOYMENT 


Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act 1963 


TABLE X 
Registrations and General Inspections 
No.of Total No. Registered 
premises of premises 
newly premises receiving 
registered Pegistered |one or more 
during the at end of general 


year year inspections 


Class of Premises during year 


Offices 

Retail shops 

Wholesale shops,and 
warehouses 

Catering establishments 

open to public, and 
canteens 

Fuel storage depots 


Totals 


Wumber jof visits of all 

kinds (including general 

inspections) to registered 

premises 190 


Analysis by workplace of persons employed in registered 
premises at _end of year 


Class of workplace Number of 


Offices 

Retail shops 

Wholesale departments, 
and warehouses 

Catering establishments 
open to public 

Canteens 

Fuel storage depots 


Total 
Females 


Number of inspectors appointed under 
Section 52(1) of the Act 4 Public Health 
Inspectors. 
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TABLE Xi 
Analysis of Contraventions found 


Section No. of Contraventions found 
a Cleanliness 
6 Temperature 
sf entilation 
8 Lighting : 
9 Sanitary conveniences 
410 Washing facilities 
12 Clothing accommodation 
16 Floors, passages & stairs 
17 Fencing exposed parts 
of machinery 
2h First aid 


Other matters 


TABLE X11 
Reported Accidents 
Workplace No.Reported No.Invest- Formal Informal No 


Non Fatal igated Advice Action 


Warning 


Retail Shops 
Catering estab} 
open to public, 
canteens 


Retail Catering establishments 
Shops open to public, canteens 


Falls of persons 
Handling goods 
Use of hand tools 


Occupiers of premises subject to the Act are still very dilatory 
jn submitting registration forms when they move into new premises, a 
reminder from this department being usually necessary before the 
registration is forthcoming. 


Pane Lae virtual completion of the original inspection, it 
has been possible to give greater attention to the construction 
and operation of electrical and mechanical equipment used in offices 
and shops. it is clear.that electrical equipment in not being prop- 
erly maintained and this aspect needs careful consideration by insp- 
ectors. All power operated equipment must be checked to ensure that 
safety requirements are satisfied. Little used or obsolete office 
machines may be particularly dangerous, not so much from moving 
parts as from the lack of proper earthing, worn or perished insul- 
ation=anad=ineorrect fitting or adaption. The possibility of an 
electrical fault giving rise to a dangerous situation for an oper- 
ator is then very real. 


Amongst other items receiving special attention this year were 
Water Heating Systems in Launderettes (L.A. Circ.7. Sup.13 refers), 
Lifts and Hoists and the lighting in offices which had not received 
detailed consideration in the original survey. 
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As far as lighting standards are concerned, it has been 
my experience that the Illuminating Engineering Society's Code 
provides a realistic and generally acceptable basis for the 
variety of situations found in premises subject to the Act. 


All gravity feed slicersused for cutting food should now 
have been fitted with improved guards but there is still res- 
istance, particularly from the older employees in the trade, 
to the adoption of safe procedures whilst cleaning these 
machines. 


Posters were distributed in connection with the preven- 
tion of accidents during the year, and it is hoped to improve 
publicity in this sphere in order to both prevent accidents 
and to ensure that we are notified when they do occur. 


Factories Act 1961 


Only limited parts of this act are administered by local 
authorities, the main provisions being the responsibility of 
Her Majesty's Inspector of Factories. 


TABLE X111 
Inspection for purposes of provisions as to health 
Premises Se: aa Number gf 
Regis- ne | , ; 
an Inspections} Written | Occupiers 
1) Factories in which 
Secs. 1,2,3,4 & 6 
are to be enforced 
by local authorities ie = 


2) Factories not included 
in (1) in which Sec.7. 
is enforced by the 
logal authorities 62 14 


3) Other premises in which 
sec./ is enforced by the 
local authority (excluding 
outworkers' premises) = ~ 


Fotak 7h | ik mm 


Cases in which defects were found 


Particulars No.of cases No. of cases 
found 
Sanitary Conveniences (S.7) 
(a) Unsuitable or defective y 
Outworkers 


section 133 


Nature of |No.of out= 
work. workers in 
August,list 
required by 
Sec.133(1)c. 


No.of cases |No.of prose- 
Of default iniceutions for 
sending lists|failing to 
to Souncil supply 
jplists 


Wearing 
Apparel 
(Making) 


Notices | Prosecuted 


— 


remedied 


No.of inst- 
ances of wor 
in unwhole- 
some premises 
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Outworkers (Cont'd) 


Section i134 
Notices served Nil 
Prosecutions Nil 


PEST CONTROL 


1. Rodents 


This comprises the bulk of our work under the heading 
of Pest Control. The pattern of infestation in the town 
is being studied with a view to organising surveys in 
these areas to prevent any reinfestation. Not all infest- 
ations are notified to this department and as a result an 
individual premises may be treated when a block treatment 
would have given far more positive results. The rodent 
operator is only part time and this does create difficult- 
ies.due.to,conflicting priorities. 


The treatment of the sewers has been rationalised to 
Peduce costs and yet ensure that there is no reservoir 
Of infestation. Similar surveys and treatments are carried 
out at the refuse tip, sewage works and water courses, as 
necessary. 


So far there has been no evidence of any resistance to 
Warfarin, which is the principle bait used, but the sit- 
uation is being watched closely and here again it would 
greatly assist if a little more was known of treatments 
carried out by private companies or individuals. 


The following details are in the form required by the 
Ministry and do not include the sewer treatments - 


TABLE X1V 
Rodent Control 


1. No. of properties in the 
district 


2. a) Total number of properties 
inspected following 
notification 

b) Number infested by ~ 
i) Rats 
ii) Mice 


43. Total number of properties 
inspected for Rats and Mice 
for reasons other than 
notification 


lk. Number infested 


i) Rats 
ii) Mice 
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General 


Advice and assistance was given in respect of the following 
infestations - 


Wasps 36 
Ciuster Flies 5 
Cockroaches i 


Wasps were particularly troublesome and a cause of 
considerable distress and concern where children or persons 
allergic to their stings were concerned. 


A. number of complaints were also received regarding 
Rabbits and Moles. These are normally considered to be 
agricultural pests, but there are indications that the 
former are certainly establishing themselves in urban areas. 


A complaint of Adders at a school caused some concern, but 
fortunately they departed as suddenly as they came. 


Pesticides 


Considerable care should be taken in the use of pesticides 
in both commercial and domestic premises. A number of the 
more persistant insecticides have been withdrawn from general 
use and it is becoming increasingly difficult to advise on 
methods of dealing with pests in food premises. There is 
still a lot of ignorance and carelessness in the use of Pest- 
icides and people do not realise that they are handling pois- 
onous substances. Manufacturers are beginning to be more 
forthcoming with regard to labelling and instruction in accord- 
ance with Government recommendations, but we have a long way 
to go before all the potential hazards associated with the use 
of persistant pesticides can be eliminated. 


INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD 


1. Meat Inspection 


There are two licensed slaughterhouses in the Borough 
and at both premises there has been an increase in the number 
of animals slaughtered. This has been particularly noticeable 
at the bacon factory where due to re-organisation in the ind- 
ustry the kill increased by 22.6%. 


The existing staff were unable to effectively carry out 
their responsibilities under the Meat Inspection Regulations 
1963, and the establishment was increased by the addition of 
a Meat Inspector 


One of the more difficult problems is associated with the 
high rate of kill at the bacon factory and the resulting fat- 
igue for the staff. Re-allocation of duties and rotation of 
the staff will go some way towards meeting these problems but 
it is difficult to reconcile the need for increased output per 
man hour with the proper inspection of carcases and offal. 


There is a lack of simple laboratory facilities in this 
field for the bacteriological examination of suspect carcases 
and every effort will be made to ensure an improvement in these 
facilities. 
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TABLE XV 
Number _of Animals Slaughtered 


Cattle 


Wiltshire Bacon Co. 
Haver St-nect. 


Slaughterhouse 
Total 
TABLE XV1 


Carcases and Offal inspected and details of Condemnations 


Cattle 


Number killed 


All diseases except 
Tuberculosis & 


Cysticerci 


Whole carcases 
condemned 


Carcases of which so 
part or organ was 
condemned 


Percentage of number 
inspected affected 
with disease other 
than tuberculosis & 
cysticerci 


Tuberculosis only 


Whole carcases 
condemned 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Carcases of which 
some part or organ 
was condemned lt 


Percentage. of, the 
number inspected 
affected with 
tuberculosis 


Cysticercosis 


Carcases of which some 
part or organ was 
condemned 


15 


Carcases submitted t 
treatment by refriger- 
ation 


15 


Generalised and 
totally condemned = 


Percentage of number 
inspected affected 


with Cysticercosis O09 


Calves! Sheep 


2,640 


Calves } Sheep 


1,216 
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Cysticercus Bovis 
The location of the cysts found during the routine 
examination of bovine carcases and organs was as follows: 


Head - External Masseter Muscles 
Tongue 

Heart = Endocardium 

Skirt = Diaphragm 


WF HO 


All the carcases and offal were refrigerated at a 
Cold Store in Devizes in accordance with the require- 
ments of the Regulations. 


Weight of Meat and Offal Condemned 


Meat 
Offal 


Total 


2. Other Foods 
TABLE XVII 


Unsound Food surrendered or condemned at Wholesale 
or Retail premises 


Meat 

Bacon 
Cooked Meat 
Canned Goods 
Other Foods 


Toca 


The increasing use of cardboard cartons instead of 
wooden boxes appears to have increased the proportion of 
damaged canned goods at food shops, and although the greater 
proportion of these are sound, there is a danger that the 
unsoundness may be overlooked and a "blown' can confused 
with a damaged can. Many manufacturers operate their own 
systems of return for damaged goods and this is to be 
commended providing the retailers keep such goods completely 
separate from their other stock and do not delegate this 
work to a junior employee. 


It is important that in any case of doubt they should 
call in the Public Health Inspector who will be able to 
advise them on the fitness or otherwise of the food. 


3- Disposal of Condemned Meat and Offal 


All condemned meat and offal, with the exception of a 
limited amount of liver, is collected by specialist 
processing contractors for conversion into animal feed- 
ing stuffs and fertilisers, at plants located in Calne 
and the Bristol area. 


The liver is despatched in sealed containers to a Trout 
Farm where it is used for feeding purposes. The remainder 
of the condemned meat and other foods is collected and 
destroyed at the Corporation Tips. 
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4, Slaughter of Animals Act 1958 
27 persons were licensed to slaughter animals by the 
use of approved equipment. 


New applicants are interviewed and the requirements 
of the Act carefully explained before they are considered 
for a licence. 


Ail animals are slaughtered by humane methods which 
ensure that they are first rendered insensible by means 
of a captive bolt pistol or by the passing of an electric 
current across two electrodes before the jugular vein and 
arteries are severed. 


5» Consumer Complaints regarding Food 


Consumer complaints regarding unsound food or foreign 
mauLer.in food are undoubtedly on the increase. 


Zach complaint was the subject of a thorough invest- 
igation and as a result, a number of cases of negligence 
oreeyvyidence “of "the "lack of ‘simple precautions, came to 
light. 


Firm action was taken to ensure that immediate improve- 
ments were instituted by the companies concerned. 


Strict attention to stock rotation and temperature 
control is imperative and the food industry must do 
everyone possible to 6nsure that their products are 
Manufactured and marketed correctly. The retailer, 
who is the last stage in the food distribution chain, 
Mae 2 particular responsibility for ensuring.that he 
fie wis stati adhere strictly to the manufacturers, or 
our own, recommendations for handling perishable commod- 
ittés. 


Although it) is very often possible to secure the nec- 
essary improvements by informal action, the law provides 
fOr Specific offences in such cases, and legal proceedings 
femean the ultimate sanction to ensure that the companies 
Conmeermed realise their obligations to the consumer. 


There is some evidence that public opinion is hardening 
on this matter, and unless the food industry responds to 
thas demand, then the number of prosecutions is.likely to 
mise in the future. 


ne sproplem of returnable,.containers and their gross 
m@euee by the public, remains a serious matter to the dairy 
and soft drink industry. Until such time as non-returnable 
Seniugeners become an.cconomic. proposition, we are likely to 
Sonuuanue to get misuse of food containers, and it is up to 
ine industry to ensure that their spotting techniques, i-.@., 
Sveetronic, scanners, are upto date, and the design of 
containers themselves is such that misuse is avoided or, 
when it takes place, the offending container can be spotted 
ama rejected. 


TABLE XVIII 
Food Complaints 


Item * Item = 
Milk Bottles Soft Drink Bottles 
Kggs Frozen Food 


Canned Meat 
Bread - Wrapped 


Pre-packed Bacon 
Canned Vegetables 


OS i ce Dek Fy 
pa ee 


Confectionery Flour 
Clotted Cream Ham 
Cogan Vin Rabbit 


Bacon 
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Consumer Complaints. Cont'd. 

heeal proceedings were taken’ in one instance following the 
sale of a Soft Drink contaminated by petrol, and the investig- 
ation indicated-that the petrol vapour was retained by the 
Pubpbew seal- in the plagtic jcap. 


These caps are not capable of proper cleaning and inspection 
and their use should be discontinued. 


The company concerned were fined £15 and costs. 


Food Hygiene 


308 visits were made to the various premises in the town 
and details of contraventions are set out below. 


A Start was also made in a detailed survey of the licen- 
Bee Mouces../>.1n. addition ~t¢ liquid foods, there is a grow- 
ing tendency for snacks and other food to be provided and 
in many of the smaller houses it is inevitable that there 
is no clear demarcation between the domestic and licensed 
Si cde=er-tne..premises. _skacitlities for the public.vary.and 
te deer ticult to justify the provision of improved wash- 
ing facilities for customers when one learns of the wanton 
damage caused to such fittings by vandals. 


Considerable problems have been caused by the growing 
volume of refuse, varticularly packaging material from the 
larger shops. Owners are being pressed to improve baling 
Tecierrres vo ‘reduce the bulkj-‘and wherever, possible’, more 
frequent collections are arranged through the Borough 
purveyor. Private’ contractors appear to be little interes- 
ted in salvage and it seems likely that in the interests of 
peewee health, refuse will have to be collected twice or 
even three times a week from such premises. 


TABLE XIX.a. 
Food Hygiene (General) Regulations 1960 


Contravent ions 


Ts; Part II - General requirements is 
ee Sar Vb] Pe=“Requirements (relating to 
Persons engaged in the handling of 
food fall 


Se Part “1V = "Requirements relating: to 
food premises 63 


Total Gal 
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Compliance with Food Hygiene (General) Regulations 1960 


TABLE XIX b, 
Estimated| Estimated! Estimated 
No.fitted|No. where|No.fitted 
to. comply Reg. 19 to comply 
with 
gp. 19 


Hotels, Cafes & 
Restaurants 

Canteen, Indust. 
Bakers & Conf'rs. 
Fish Fryers 

Butchers 

Licensed premises 
Sweets/Sugar Conf'r} 8: 


PRESS “Had 
FE ook nn F~Ioaw3n 


a Sead SS se gilt 
FFOOFN FY ON 


Fishmongers 
Dairies 


We 
FFOOFNMFEN ON 


Note 

~ In a number of eam older small premises, washing 
facilities required under Regulations 16 & 19 may be 
sited in,and utilised in, a nate Sagres with, the adjoin- 
ing living accommodation: iy) ee 


Tt is the practice in: yi new ‘premises, and where- 
ever practicable in the older premises, to ensure that 
separate facilities are provided solely for use in conn- 
ection with the food business. 


72: Food Premises Registered by the Local Authority 


Preparation or manufacture of specified foods 2 
Manufacture and sale of ice cream bs 
Sale and storage of ice cream 9 


8. Mobile Vehicles and Stalls 


Food Hygiene (Market Stall and Delivery Vehicles) Regulations 1966 


These regulations came into force this year and greatly 
strengthened the control of vehicles and stalls. 


148 visits were made by Inspectors and 20 Notices served. 


The condition of mobile shops‘ varies considerably, and 
they retail a wide variety of foods. Many of these wehicles 
are converted vans or buses and lack adequate insulation and 
ventilation which is a serious disadvantage when they handle 
perishable products. 


The general market, which includes a number of food stalls, 
was re-organised to facilitate compliance with the regulations 
and washing facilities were provided for the food handlers in 
a pre-fabricated building adjoining the stalls. 


The restricted area of the stalls has created difficulties 
in restraining stall~holders hace spreading their displays on 
to the passage MERE s 
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9. Milk and Dairies 


For the first time, Ultra Heat Treated milk in triangular 
cartons is béing marketed in the area under various brand 
names. 


This milk has a long shelf life and can be stored quite 
satisfactorily at ambient temperatures. It does not have 
the disadvantage of the slightly burnt flavour associated 
With sterilised milk, although its keeping qualities are 
comparable, at least as far as normal turnover is cmcerned. 


Arrangements are being made for routine bacteriological 
sampling to take place as soon as the Laboratory is equiped 
to deal with the statutory test. 


TABLE XX 


Number of Registered Dairies 4 
Number of Registered Distributors 18 
Number of Untreated Dealer's Licences 2 
Number of Pasteuriser's/Steriliser's 
Licences 2 
Number of Dealer's Pre-packed Licences18 


Number of samples submitted to the 
Public Health Laboratory ;:- 


Untreated iad 
Pasteurised bby 
Sterilised 4 
Biological Mt 
Number of inspections made during 

the year 50 


* One sample failed the test. andthe resulting 
investigation indicated poor stock control at 
one distribution centre, which has now. been 
corrected. 


Brucella Abortus 


i) Number of samples of raw milk 
examined Le 
ii) Number of Positive samples found Nil 


10. Bacteriological Sampling of Meat Products 


There are at present no proper bacteriological standards 
for meat products and although some pioneer work has been 
eCarriedooutsin this field, this-lack of a standard has made 
OG Wery difficult to correctly assess the results of the 
investigation. 


Certain meat products are known to be particularly 
susceptable to bacterial multiplication and in my view 
it was important to concentrate on these products in order 
tO Obtain a true picture of the -sijtuation. | Here in Chippen- 
ham we have restricted samples to Ham, Cooked Brisket and 
sLLVeErside. 


The work so far completed has indicated that many of the 
samples have high bacterial counts, far and away above what 
would be considered acceptable. 
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Bacteriological Sampling of Meat Products. Cont'd... 


These samples were consumer samples taken from display counters 
at retail outlets. Investigation into these samples indicated 
that contamination and/or bacterial multiplication could take place 
at a number of points :- 


1) The Factory 

2) In transit 

3) Depot and Delivery Vans 
4) Shop 


As a result of our work to date, we have had discussions with 
a number of large manufacturers, and in each case, factory tech- 
niques have been reviewed and improvements made in manufacturing 
and packing vrocesses. 


Transport arrangements varied considerably, and evidence was 
found of undue delay, particularly where common carriers are 
concerned. 


In the shops themselves, refrigeration equipment was found 
to be unreliable or not operating correctly and meat products 
were still not being kept under refrigeration even when proper 
facilities were available. Staff did not at first appreciate 
the need for strict hygiene and correct handling of these products. 


As far as the slicing equipment was concerned, this was another 
factor in the spread of contamination, and routine bacteriological 
tests will be introduced next year. There has already been a 
striking improvement in the cleaning and sterilisation of equipment 
in those shops where our sampling has been concentrated. Meat 
proeducts may also. be stored.too long at the shop prior to sale, 
and age does tend to be associated with the higher counts. 


The work so far is incomplete and the investigation is now 
being concentrated on establishing where this bacterial multi- 
plication or contamination takes place and what sort of bact- 
erial counts occur when the food is correctly handled and pro- 
cessed. 


A number of authorities are co-ordinating their work in 
this field and it is hoped to establish acceptable criteria 
in due "course. 

TABLE XX1i 


pummary of Consumer Samples 


Fem Bacterial Count Coliform 
Including F 22°Ch_ % 137 Cl % Present 
Fore-end | hy 16 (48%) 
and other | 3 
JOIN ts ; fe) 
100,000- 1m 8 
10,000-100,000 7 
- 10,000 v 
Brisket ba - +50m 2 7 (88%) 
40=50m 3 
1=1 Om 3 
400,000= 1m a - 
40,000-100,000 = - 
= 10,000 - = 
Bilverside. , Mn +50Om — = 2 (50%) 
4 0-50m i) 25% 
1-1 0m = F 
100,000- 1m B 50% 
40, 000-100,000 1 25% 
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TABLE XX11 


Temperature at which Meat Products were 
displayed or stored at_ time of sampling 


Eieuid.k Pasteurisation) Regulations 1963 


There are no egg pasteurisation plants in the district. 


Poultry Inspection 


mere are no poultry processing plants within the district. 


Ice Cream 


The sampling procedure has been reviewed and the number 
of samples of pre-packed ice cream narketed by the two principal 
combines has been drastically reduced. 


ings type Of icé cream is subject to stringent .control 
during manufacture and providing the retailer maintains his 
Geneervator in good order there is little likelihood of any 
sample failing the test. A more selective sampling procedure 
has been adopted whereby attention is directed at local prod- 
ucers, retailers of soft or open ice cream and mobile vans. 


Mobile ice cream retailers remain the more serious problem 
because they tend to employ part-time labour, particularly at 
week-ends, and moreover, labour which has no more than a rudi- 
mentary knowledge of the importance of strict hygiene control 
of the equipment used to manufacture ice creamon the vans. 


TABLE XXIIT 


Number of samples = Soft Ice Cream 16 
Number of samples ~ Other Ice Cream 23 
Results = Grade I 38 
Grade II 1 (Soft Ice Cream) 


WATER SUPPLY 


i25 samples were taken during the year and in four cases 
Slight evidence of coliform organisms were reported by the 
Laboratory. In one case the contamination was traced to an 
adjoining premises where the supply was only used intermitt- 
antly; in the other instances, the investigation proved in- 
conclusive. 

Tests 10r residual chlorine were also taken’and on eleven 
occasions no residual chlorine could be detected in the supply. 


The supply to Chippenham is drawn from several sources 
Which, With one Exception, have given consistantly excellent 
résul toe —Atvention—-is—theretore being directed to this 
particular supply and our sampling procedure has been mod- 
Trea BOCordinoly. 
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Swimming Pool 


The open air swimming pool and paddling pool at Monkton 
Park were visited weekly during the season and 30 samples 
taken to check the levels of free Chlorine, and to ensure 
that the Ph of the water was satisfactory. 


The water was clean and sparkling at all times and 
temporary fluctuations in Chlorine and Ph levels were 
promptly “rectified ; 


ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION 


Domestic Pollution 


All new domestic heating installations must be capable 
of being operated smokelessly and this, coupvled with the 
eeeeoer Une Of central heating, has meant that there is no 
réason why all new estates in the town should not be smoke 
control areas. As far as the older houses are concerned, 
although there is some evidence that the use of raw bitum- 
inous fuel, that arch enemy of clean air, is declining, the 
trend is not fast enough. Domestic pollution can and should 
be prevented. 


Some complaints have been received regarding the emission 
of fumes from domestic oil heating plants. It is important 
tieu this cquipment is regularly serviced to ensure that it 
is operating correctly and suitable arrangements can usually 
be made through your fuel suppliers. 


Industrial and Commercial Pollution 


During the year, eight premises were visited following 
excessive emissions of dark smoke, and the occupiers advised 
Soanew bo reduce or avoid contraventions of this nature. 

In Six Cases, grit, dust or acid smuts were emitted from 
aneGimeravors or boiler installation. In one instance, Crown 
property was concerned and it is anticipated that a new 
incinerator will be installed. In the other instances, 
Modifications to the plant has dealt with the nuisance. 

Considerable work of the department is with a view to 
Preventing air pollution and new installations are care- 
tuily considered, both regarding the plant to be installed 
Sioeene, height of the chimney from which the products of 
combustion are to be discharged. 


It is not only the visible pollution with which we are 
concerned, but the invisible gases. such as Sulphar Dioxide, 
which although it cannot be seen, is just as damaging to 
health. 


We do not have the necessary instruments to measure 
poliution in the town, but likewise, we have no reason 
to be complaisant particularly in view of the large indust- 
FPial*users in the centre ofsthe town. andthe 75 visits made 
by inspectors give some idea of the growing importance of 
this work. 


TABLE XXIV 
Section 3. New Installations 


a) Number of notifications 14, 
B Applications for prior approval il 
¢) Alterations required 4 
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TABLE XXIV Gont'd. 


Sec.6. New Installations - Grit and Dust 
a) Number of plans submitted and approved Nil 


Sec.10. Chimney Heights 


a) Number of plans showing new chimneys 

b) Number of cases in which alterations were 
required 

+ Number approved 

d) Number of chimneys erected not subject 
to control 


TOM a SI 


5. Pollution from Road Vehicles 


The completion of the Severn’ Bridge has increased the 
pollution from this source which is particularly evident in 
the congested High Street and Market Place as the heavy lorries 
climb the hill or move away from the traffic lights. 


A more positive approach by the Ministry of Transport 
and the Police towards offending vehicles is very necessary. 
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It is in this field that the department is beginning 
to make progress. Noise and vibration is growing in our 
urban society; it is invading our privacy and reducing our 
efficiency at work. 


The power output of machines is being raised and 
feels ciournt is given to the increased noise and vib- 
ration problem which may be created. 


Your staff paid 105 visits in connection with noise 
problems and the investigation of the 13 complaints received. 


At the early part of the year, extensive road works 
created apalling conditions where 5 or more pneumatic drills 
would be operating in close proximity. The department was 
Buecescssiul in obtaining the co-operation of Government 
Departments, County Council, Water Board and all Private 
Contractors in ensuring that pneumatic drills were muffled, 
thereby reducing the noise level sharply. The Council also 
agreed to incorporate a clause requiring the use of muffles 
Ga pueumatic drills in~all-future-contracts. 


An extremely troublesome noise and vibration problem 
received a great deal of attention during the year, including 
special surveys at various times of the day and night and 
involving the use of complex measuring equipment. Extensive 
alterations to the interior of the building, coupled with 
modifications to the plant, has greatly reduced the noise 
and vibration levels, although the dwelling houses are so 
close to the installation that some disturbance is still 
possible, particularly at night-time. 


Other complaints were still receiving attention at 
the end of the year. 
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INFECTIOUS DISEASE 


96 visits of enquiry were made in connection with 
infectious diseases, intestinal infections and food poisoning. 


All known contacts were traced, but only too often the 
delay in receiving notifications meant that our enquiries were 
incomplete and no specific cause could be identified. 


Although the neéd for terminal disinfection outside the 
home is declining, it was still necessary to use the Disinfecting 
Htation on six occasions. The Disinfecting Station has modern 
@quipment and is maintained by this department in a state of con- 
Stant readiness for use by five authorities in the area who share 
capital and running costs. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS (WASTE FOODS) ORDER 1957 


The register of licensed premises was reviewed during 
the year and five persons were removed from the register leaving 
three premises still licensed. Nine visits were paid during the 
year but they had to be temporarily suspended towards the end of 
the year due to Foot and Mouth restrictions. 


in my view, processing plants should not be permitted on 
farms or other premises used for rearing stock. Even with sep- 
arate buildings there must always be a risk where raw swill is 
brought into and handled on premises used for rearing stock. 


PET ANIMALS ACT 1951 


Two pet shops have been licensed; both premises have 
been inspected and found to be satisfactory. 


DRAINAGE 


During the year, 44 sewers or drains were found to be 
choked or otherwise defective and 169 visits were paid to the 
Premises concerned. 


The major upheaval associated with the replacement of 
old sewers in the town has unfortunately created a number of 
problems involving the flooding of certain properties and the 
further over-loading of parts of the existing system. The 
Council, however, are committed to a phased programme of renewal 
and providing the programme is carried out with the utmost des- 
patch, then these difficulties are likely to be resolved as the 
scheme proceeds. 


In the meantime, wherever possible temporary measures 
have been taken to alleviate the surcharging. 


HEALTH EDUCATION 


In all aspects of Environmental Health it is essential 
that compulsion is supplemented. and wherever possible replaced, 
Beegerguasion. This is particularly important in connection 
with Food Hygiene and members of my staff are always available 
to talk to food handlers on this subject. Ignorance in the food 
trade can be disasterous and clearly a more determined effort will 
have to be made in order to expand this work. During the past year 
a number of talks were given to food handlers in the retail Grocery 
Trade, the School's Meals Service and to Licensed Victuallers. In 
addition, the wider aspect of our work was discussed by a study 
group and this involved a two way exchange of ideas. 


By and large, members of the public are not aware of much 
of the work carried out in their name, and for their benefit, in 
the field of Environmental Health. Frequently their willing co- 
operation is required and this can only be secured by ensuring 
that. they are better. informed. 
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